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Greater Grove Hall Main Streets 
Business District Visioning
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Identifying Projects with High Economic Impact
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POP-UP FOOD TRUCK PARK (Payette)
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Brownfields (Payette) 
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Creating a Visual and Performing Arts 

Creating a Visual and Performing Arts Destination:

For Artists of Color in Grove Hall

In the City of Boston’s Arts and Cultural Plan, Boston Creates, the need for new infrastructure was identified; infrastructure for work, performance and exhibition space as well as artists housing. 
While numerous strengths were identified in Boston’s Arts and Cultural community, the report states, “the Boston Creates community engagement process found a strong consensus that Boston’s 
infrastructure for arts and culture seems deficient in key respects. Critical issues include:

•	 A need for new affordable cultural spaces and facilities, and difficulties in meeting the costs of and maintaining existing spaces and facilities;
•	 An acute and increasing lack of affordable housing and work space for Boston artists;

Given the reports focus on equity and inclusion, the idea of locating such a facility in Grove Hall makes sense. This site would meet the needs of the stakeholders in the community as well as the needs 
of the arts community.  There are various examples of this type of project. The Sugar Hill Arts District in Detroit is an example of an arts destination. 
Creating a Park 

The current goal for the site is to create a park. Creating a park is not in conflict but is rather a complement, as many artistic activities occur in parks e.g. plays and performances, arts fairs, and shows. 
The arts infrastructure would help local artists and students participate in the creative economy. Learning to make and sell arts and crafts successfully is the first step in entrepreneurship. Attracting 
people to the park for a performance, to view an exhibition or open market will help the local economy. 

We believe Boston’s artists of color are an important asset for the city of Boston, and that important asset must be protected if not receive investment. However, artists in general and artists of color 
have been losing exhibition space and housing. Recent examples include;

Members of the African-American Master Artists-in-Residence Program (AAMARP) at Northeastern are losing their space. 
Piano Factory and Dudley Square - Artists who live in the Piano Factory and in a building in Dudley Square are losing their housing. 
Given the issue of gentrification, housing is very important in the city and income restricted housing for artists in particular. We want to create artist housing as a way to protect artists and keep them 
in the city of Boston as opposed to having them commute to Boston from other cities. 

However, we want to do more than build artists housing. We want to create a destination for visual and performing artists of color in Boston. We want things such as: 

•	 An open market like SOWA in the South End, or the Black Market in Dudley Square or similar markets in Harlem (Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market), Chicago (Maxwell Street Market) and Miami 
(Flea Market USA)
•	 Makerspace like a Artisan’s Asylum, Boston Makers, Cambridge Hackerspace, MakeshiftBoston, Framingham Makerspace that would include a fab lab. 
•	 The ArtFarm in Somerville, MA 
•	  Stage for Performances, e.g. Elma Lewis Playhouse in the Park 
•	 Art Gallery for visual arts 
•	 Community Meeting Room – Which could be used for arts programming, classes, and workshops.



174 175

Activating the Space Through the Arts

Because the City says this project could take three to five years before it is completed, there is strong interest in activating the space using the arts. That would start to build the reputation for the area 
as an arts destination. Ekua Holmes has been holding placemaking activities on the site using the arts. 

Economic Development 

We would like to use this opportunity to build infrastructure for the creative economy. By using both the visual and performing arts to create a destination, this project will help drive economic development 
in the area. 

The Black Market in Dudley has proven to be very successful. https://www.weshopblackmarket.com/#top  One way to become an entrepreneur is to be able toi start a small arts and crafts or food 
business or other type of home based business. From there a small vendor could go online or into a storefront. But it is a low capital, low risk way to start. 

In the case of the Visual and Performing Arts Destination, we would have a weekend market similar to the Black Market. An example of this type of model is SOWA that has a weekend open market, 
artists housing and galleries. 

The Visual and Performing Arts destination would also provide another venue similar to the Ema Lewis Playhouse in the Park for artist to perform. With the performing arts infrastructure, people could 
be attracted to the destination to see a performance. The people coming to the performances could also patronize the small vendors, or vice versa. People coming to the area might take this opportunity 
to visit the art gallery. This creates a symbiotic relationship. For weekend events, concerts, and special events, food truck from Commonwealth Kitchen could park along the street and those small 
businesses could benefit. 

We imagine that people coming into Grove Hall to visit one of the businesses in the district or the Mecca Mall might see the open market or performance and want to stop and check it out. Or someone 
coming to the open market might stop at one of the local businesses while they are in the area. This project should be seen as creating a new asset in the community, and as a key part of Grove Hall’s 
economic development. 

Housing 

Last November, City Councilors Kim Janey, Lydia Edwards, Michael Flaherty and Michelle Wu were part of a hearing on Gentrification and Displacement that was attended by 350 people. Shortly after 
the hearing when more residents heard about the use of the Geneva Ave and Normandy lot for a park, we received comments like tis: 

I spoke to numerous people at the Gentrification Hearing called by Kim Janey which was great but there is a need for affordable and moderate housing over parks. We have enough people and dog 
parks in Boston and people need to live in Roxbury, Mattapan, and Roxbury. How many units are coming online to fill that goal?

There is a major shortage of affordable and moderate housing for the poor and especially the working poor. There are too many people that can’t buy any of the over priced condos and live in this 
immediate neighborhood and if they are lucky, they find a unit in the Ashmont or South Boston or in Lynn or New Bedford. 

There is a well-documented need for housing. This concept to use part of the land for housing seemed like a good compromise to both neighborhood wide and city-wide needs. 

Workforce Development - Having a Maker space including a fab lab is not only an asset, amenity for artists, but it provides workforce development opportunities where community residents can be 
taught critical job skills using these tools. 

The Various Groups and Needs for the Park

This is a very exciting project; to create a park that serves as a visual and performing arts cultural destination (for the artists) that serves the needs of the local residents (seniors, library patrons, Burke 
and other area schools) and is the type of destination that would draw people from the area as well as tourists. (Which would help with the economic development of the community.) In addition to the 
performing and visual arts space, the park will have artist’s live work space, galleries, retail and an open air market for local artisans and vendors and space for arts programming, classes, workshops, 
and demonstrations as well as a fab lab.

Seniors - They are across the street and have limited space. They would like to be able to walk across the street and have activities there. Examples included a walking track, Tai Chi, yoga, knitting, 
and other arts and crafts type programming.   Ekua has also led senior painting. That can be done on top of an athletic field. 
 
Franklin Park (and other parks) - have activities such as Line Dancing, Zumba and Aerobics in the park.  These are all great community activities that could take place on the site.  This is more related 
to programming but does have an impact on the infrastructure. 
 
The Library - They have a children’s activity room, but they too would like to be able to use the park for activities. Communities have put up a tent(s) with picnic tables where activities are held. A tent 
and tables are also flexible infrastructure. Ekuha Holmes has led various artistic activities in the library such as ornament decorating for holiday trees. Family Movie Night – Currently we don’t really 
have a place for an outdoor movie night in the summer. This could be the place. 
 
Artistic Placemaking - Ekua Holmes has led various activation activities on the Geneva Ave and Normandy site like Fence decorating. She has also held Grove Hall in color events on the sites. 
 
Staging for Performing Arts - Theater, events, etc. This could be anything from pop-up and temporary to semi-permanent to permanent. This would be used by the school and community groups. 
 
Art Gallery for Visual Arts - Right now there are few places for African-American artists to display their artwork, and that number is decreasing. The Grove Hall library has become an art museum of 
last resort. We have also been using the display windows in front of the CVS. I can see having a gallery on the site. 
 
Open Market - The inspiration was taken from places such as The Malcolm Shabazz market in Harlem or the Maxwell Street Market in Chicago. Imagine a market like Boston’s SOWA with more of a 
flavor that reflected the diversity in the community. People really like Black Market in Dudley Square, which is a weekend market for artisans and would like something like that on the site on weekends. 
The idea is this type of market helps potential entrepreneurs get a start. They don’t need to start with a storefront, just a table or a booth on the weekend.  The idea is to have synergy between the 
events taking place in the park that would draw people to the park and those selling. Also see (Flea Market USA Miami) 

Artists Live Work Space or Studios - The space for an artist(s) studio is shrinking because of high real estate prices in Boston. In keeping with an artistic theme, there is a desire to have some studio 
space. The Piano Factory is changing from artists housing to luxury housing. Northeastern is losing its African American Master Artists-in-Residence Program or AAMARP for short. 
 
Athletic Spaces – The school has expressed an interest for a practice field for an activity such as soccer. The greenspace can be programmed for athletic practice, a pop-up market, or a concert or 
movie night. 
 
Fab Lab - Several have stakeholders expressed having a fab lab on the site. This would help both artists and residents in the community.  With instruction, the Fab Lab could be a valuable asset for 
Workforce development. Having access to a Fab Lab is a key link in the creative economy. 
 
Commonwealth Kitchen - They are in this area on Quincy Street. They recently had an event called, “Friday Night Bites,” this was a great community event. They have food trucks and small food 
vendors that could be part of the programming.
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Main Street Makeover

TThhee  GGrreeaatteerr  GGrroovvee  HHaallll  AArreeaa  RReefflleecctteedd  YYeeaarrss  
ooff  DDeeffeerrrreedd  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  
• There were 13 streetlights out in the heart of the Grove Hall business 

district. 
• There were trees missing.
• A report titled “Boston’s rich and poor neighborhoods show sidewalk 

repair disparity” in The Boston Globe showed the poor quality of the 
sidewalks in the area.
• There were visible signs of neglect throughout the district. 



178 179

TThhee  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett  MMaakkeeoovveerr  ffoorr  GGrroovvee  HHaallll

• Finally, we are launching Main Streets Makeovers. Starting with 
Bowdoin-Geneva in Dorchester and Grove Hall in Roxbury, we’ll 
provide public space up grades and extra help for small businesses. 
We are making every square inch of Boston thriving, healthy, and 
innovative for every resident of our city

• Mayor Walsh’s State of the City Address, January 13th, 2015

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Pocket Park – Now called 
Grove Hall Plaza, completed 
(Top image)

• Municipal Lot #23 –
Redesigned and resurface. 
Additional parking spaces,  
easier to plow in winter, 
handicapped compliant 
lighting, fencing, and 
landscaping (Bottom image)

After: new lot

After: Grove Hall PlazaBefore

Before
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• Grove Hall Plaza Re-landscaped – Zoo New 

England applied for and received a grant that 
helped pay for the re-landscaping of this 
park. (Top images) 
• 14 New Bike Racks – (Bottom image)

• Two racks at the Community Center (on Geneva Ave)
• Two racks at the front entrance of the Burke High School 

(on Washington St)
• Three racks at the front of ABCD Thelma D. Burns 

building
• Two racks at Grove Hall Plaza
• Two racks on the corner of Blue Hill Ave & Warren St, 

near Grove Hall Pizza
• One rack in front of Edward's Barbershop on Blue Hill 

Ave.
• Racks for the Lilla G. Frederick Pilot Middle School 

New Bike Racks

Grove Hall Plaza Re-landscaped

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• New Fences – City owned 
property in Grove Hall now has 
new fencing (Top images)
• Welcome to Grove Hall Sign –

Installed (Bottom left image)
• Streetlights – 13 burnt out 

streetlights replaced (Bottom 
right image)
• Signal Modifications – For Blue 

Hill Ave/Warren and Blue 
Hill/Washington

Sign installed

Example of new fencesExample of old fences

Example of burnt out streetlights  
and BPW fixing them
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• Graffiti – Removed at designated 
locations (Top images)

• Paint Box Program – With a grant 
from Boston Main Street Foundation, 
16 utility boxes were painted 
(Bottom images)

Examples of painted utility boxes

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Example of a graffiti Example of the graffiti removed

• Grove Hall Architectural Walk –
(Top image)

• Benches – Seven new benches 
placed in district from the Age 
Strong program (Bottom images) 

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Examples of new benches

Architectural walk
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Completed Murals – (See images) 

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• New Parking Signs – Limiting 
parking for two hours in the 600 
Block of Blue Hill Ave.  Blue Hill Ave 
from Glenway to Columbia Rd. 
(Top image)
• Trash Cans – 25 new trash cans, 

rusted trash cans painted black, 
trash cans redeployed to optimal 
locations (Bottom images)

New parking signs

Examples of new trash cans
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• New Crosswalk and Traffic Calming 

– Near Mother Caroline Academy 
(Top image)

• New Traffic Calming Interventions 
– Geneva Ave near Senior Center 
(Bottom images)

New crosswalk and traffic calming near Mother Caroline Academy

New Traffic Calming Interventions near Senior Center

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Blue Hill & Quincy St. –
Resurface/re-striped (Top 
images)

• Resurface Intersection – The 
intersection at Blue Hill and 
Warren St. (Bottom left image)

• New Crosswalk - Blue Hill & 
Castlegate – (Bottom right 
image) New crosswalk Blue Hill Ave. and Castlegate

Quincy St. Before After redesign

Resurfaced intersection at Blue Hill Ave. and Warren St.
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Crosswalk Striping –
All needed crosswalks 
were re-striped (See 
images, more on next 
page) Blue Hill Ave & Devon St. - Before

Blue Hill Ave & Cheney St. - Before

After re-stripping

After re-stripping

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Crosswalk Striping –
All needed crosswalks 
were re-striped (See 
images)

Blue Hill Ave & Holborn St. - Before After re-stripping

Blue Hill Ave & Clifford St. - Before After re-stripping
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Pothole Filling and 
Resurfacing – Blue Hill 
Ave. and Georgia St. 
(See images)

After pothole filling and resurfacing

Blue Hill Ave & Georgia St. - Before

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• ADA Accessible Curb Cuts –
From Dudley and Blue Hill Ave. 
to Warren St. and Blue Hill Ave. 
These have been done on one 
side and they are getting done 
on the other. (See images)

Example of Handicap Compliant Sidewalks

New crosswalk stripping leading to the ADA accessible curb cut
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Sidewalk Replacement – At 
specific locations (See images)
• Sidewalks Power Washed - The 

sidewalks in the business district 
were power washed. 
• Cleaning City Owned Lots – These 

are being mowed on a regular 
basis. 

Examples of new sidewalks

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• Trees Trimmed – At specific 
locations. 
• Tree Pits – Zoo New England 

provided a team of volunteers, a 
truck and a load of mulch to 
mulch the trees in the business 
district and Grove Hall Plaza (Top 
right image)
• Trees – 12 new trees (Top left 

image)

Example of new trees

Volunteers mulching trees
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• Banners – 114 new banners for 
district. (Top image)  

• New Artwork at Logan Airport –
to promote Grove Hall (Bottom 
images)

New artwork at Logan Airport

Examples of new banners

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• The Wonder Block Building –
This building has been renovated 
and leased out. ISD played a role 
in this project. (See images)

Before

After: The wonder block building
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Walnut Ave - Street Safety 
Intervention (Top image)

• Wicked Free Wi-Fi - Installed 
(Bottom image) 

Safe Route to School project 

Mayor launching the Wicked Free Wi-Fi in Grove Hall

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Roxbury Memory Heritage Trail 
App (RMT) – The RMT app has 
been released. (Top image)

• Summer Concert Series – First 
placemaking event in Grove Hall 
Plaza. (Bottom image)

Roxbury Memory Heritage Trail App

Summer concert at the Grove Hall Plaza
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• New Signages for Businesses 

– (See images)

Porta Classica old signages New signages

Lulu’s old signage New signage

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Examples of other new signages

• New Signages for Businesses –
More examples (See images)
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Renovation of Unity Plaza –
New sidewalks, trees, signages 
for businesses, and the addition 
of a bench (See images)

The renovated Unity plaza

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Bent Pylon and Broken Island 
Repaired – (See images)

Bent pylon Broken island

Pylon and island fixed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee

• Median Beautification –
Median re-landscape project. 
Design proposed by Payette. 
(See images)

Median re-landscape project current condition

The proposed new median 

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Cement Median – Blue Hill Ave between 
Georgia St. to Washington St., 
fix/replace the broken tiles/pavers (Top 
images)
• Bike Lanes – Needed for main streets.
• Streetscapes – Need to be redone as 

they have not been done in at least 25 
years. 

Cement median repairs needed

Bike lane needed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Wall Mural – On Post Office 
Wall, Warren St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. (Top image)
• Wall Mural – On the CVS wall, 

468 Blue Hill Ave. (Bottom left 
image)
• Wall Mural – On church wall 

boarding Grove Hall Plaza, 
Beulah Pilgrim Holiness 
Church 455 Blue Hill Avenue. 
(Bottom right image)

Wall mural to be placed on the 
church wall

Wall mural to be placed on post office wall

Wall mural to be placed on the CVS wall

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Wall Mural – On Breeze 
laundromat wall (Top left 
image)
• Wall Mural – On Central 

Convenience wall (Top right 
image)
• Wall Mural – On Walthall 

Chapel wall (Bottom left image)
• Public Art and MLK 

opportunity – at Freedom 
House (Bottom right image) 

Breeze laundromat wall Central Convenience wall

Walthall Chapel wall

Freedom House
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Black Women Lead Banner – Artistic 
portrayals of 100 past and current 
Boston Black women leaders from 
historical figures such as Phillis 
Wheatley to contemporary leaders 
such as congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley. (See image)

Black Women Lead Banner

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Grove Hall Plaza Light Pole Electrical 
wiring – Currently only 10 Amps. (Top 
image)

• Blue Bikes – Add new Blue Bike Station 
near Mecca Hall, Grove Hall Plaza area. 

Electrical pole needs to be rewired
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Surveillance Cameras – For municipal 
Lot #23 (Bottom right image)

• Request Handicapped Parking Permit 
Sign for Physical Therapy Business –
316 Blue Hill Ave. (Bottom left image)

Car Share spots before redesigning the lot

Handicapped parking sign 
needed for physical therapy 
business

This is one of the many cars that have been vandalized 
in the parking lot. In this case, someone slit all four 
tires. Surveillance camera is needed for this lot.

• Car Share Boston – For municipal Lot #23. This lot 
used to have spots reserved for Car Share vehicles.  
Thirty-nine percent of the households in Grove Hall 
have no car for the entire housing unit (Top image) 

• Bus Stop Redesign – Warren St. 
@ Sunderland St. to reduce litter 
(Top images)
• Bus Shelter Redesign – Bus 

shelter needs to be redesigned  in 
front of Harvard St. 
Neighborhood Health Center. 
People currently crowd the 
entrance to stay out of the 
elements - hot sun, rain, snow.  
(Bottom left image) 

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

Warren St. @ Sunderland St. bus stop

Bus shelter needed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Clean Up Lot – Backside 
of First Haitian Baptist 
Church (Top images) and 
Blue Hill Ave. and 
Sunderland St. problem 
property (Bottom image) Problem property

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Bus Shelter Repair –
Blue Hill @Quincy, 
Blue Hill @Devon, 
Blue Hill @Woodcliff, 
Blue Hill @Pasadena. 
These bus shelters 
have missing glass 
panels.

Blue Hill @Quincy bus stop Blue Hill  @Woodcliff bus stopBlue Hill @Devon bus stop

Blue Hill @Pasadena bus stop
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Billboards Above Porta Classica –
Artistic, PSA opportunities (Top 
images)
• Parking Sign – 647 Warren St., Needs 

to be replaced (Bottom left image)
• Clocktower Repair – In process 

(Bottom right image)
• Brochure of Business Services – We 

would like for the city to provide us a 
list of services each department 
provides for businesses. 
• Banners – Replace banners that were 

thrown out by the city. 

Billboards above Porta Classica

Parking sign needs to be replaced Clocktower repair

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Redesign Crosswalk – To avoid 
water. Nazing St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. (Top left image)
• Crosswalk Needed – Entrance 

to the Grove Hall’s Mecca Mall 
(Top right image)
• Fix Wicked Free Wi-fi – Need 

funding to complete work 
(Bottom image)

Redesign crosswalk

Person standing under the Wi-Fi 
sign searching for signal

Crosswalk needed to cross 
Geogia St. on Blue Hill Ave. on 
the Grove Hall Mecca side
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Renovate Post Office – Built in 
1959 (Bottom images)

Renovate post office

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Trees – Replace 19 missing trees. 
• Sidewalk Replacement – At specific locations.
• Remove Sidewalk Tripping Hazards – Need to be removed at certain locations.
• Abandoned Pay Phones – Removal. 
• Trash Cans – We have a project to paint the frames of trash cans. Some need to 

be repainted. Some owners’ trash cans need to be replaced. There are some 
places where trash cans need to be requested.
• Graffiti – Needs to be removed from items/places in district. 
• Utility Boxes Paint Program – City of Boston will paint more on Blue Hill Ave. 
• Repaint Streetlight poles – There are a couple of them that needs repainting.
• Bus Stop Posters – At potential locations.

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwoorrkk  wwiillll  bbee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  iinn  ddeettaaiill  iinn  aappppeennddiixx
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AAppppeennddiixx

Replace 19 missing trees:

From left to right:
• Woodcliff St. and Blue Hill Ave. (next to bus stop) (311 case no. 101003276382)
• 338 Blue Hill Ave – Dead tree (311 case no. 101003276451)
• Georgia St. and Blue Hill Ave across street from Mecca (311 case no. 101003276489)
• 490 Blue Hill Ave (311 case no. 101003276572)
• 517 Blue Hill Ave (311 case no. 101003276609)

AAppppeennddiixx

Replace 19 missing trees (cont’):

From left to right:
• 455 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003295646)
• 457 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003434302)
• The 600 block of Blue Hill Ave. – Eight trees missing from the entire street segment 
(311 case no. 101003295648)
• 496 Blue Hill Ave. in front of Millennium Market (311 case no. 101003295649)
• One Otisfield St. (311 case no. 101003434307)
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Replace 19 missing trees (cont’):

From left to right:
• 367 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003434316)
• 425 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003341866)

AAppppeennddiixx AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement:

• Dove St. and Blue Hill Ave. (both sides of 
Dove St.) – Asphalt patch (311 case no. 
101003276391: We have sent an engineer 
to evaluate and will take care of any 
immediate public safety hazards. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic is over, the City will be 
out to make permanent repairs)

• 244 Blue Hill Ave. – Broken sidewalk by a 
grown tree (311 case no. 101003276402)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Brunswick St. and Blue Hill Ave –
Northwest corner patchy sidewalk (311 
case no. 101003276459: We have sent 
an engineer to evaluate and will take 
care of any immediate public safety 
hazards. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
is over, the City will be out to make 
permanent repairs.)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Devon St. and Blue Hill Ave – Sidewalk 
lifted by a grown tree (311 case no. 
101003276475)

• 428 Blue Hill Ave. – Sidewalk lifted by a 
grown tree (311 case no. 101003342338)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• 24 Washington St. – Broken sidewalk (311 
case no. 101003276560)

• 495 Blue Hill Ave – Asphalt patch on 
sidewalk (311 case no. 101003276613)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• 27 Washington St. – 2 Broken 
sidewalk (311 case no. 
101003276556) (101003276558)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Nazing St. and Blue Hill Ave. –
Asphalt patch on both sides of 
Nazing sidewalks (311 case no. 
101003295625: Duplicate of existing 
case?)

• Pasadena Rd. and Blue Hill Ave –
Asphalt patch on sidewalk (311 case 
no. 101003295629: Duplicate of 
existing case?)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Crawford St. to. Blue Hill Ave. on 
Warren St. – The entire stretch of 
sidewalk is in asphalt. (311 case no.
101003298393: Public Works reports 
this is on private property.)

• 547 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 
101003434209)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Tripping Hazard:

• Across the street from the Holy 
Tabernacle Church – Tripping hazard 
resulted from a removal of sign pole. 
(311 case no. 101003276513)

• 283 Blue Hill Ave. – Tripping hazard 
resulted from a removal of sign pole. 
(311 case no. 101003434206)

Abandoned Pay Phones
• 636 Warren St. 
• 236 Blue Hill Ave. 
• 120 Blue Hill Avenue
• 46 Washington St. 
• 600 Blue Hill Ave.

Payphone base to be 
removed
• 632 Warren St.
• Next to post office

AAppppeennddiixx

Example of abandoned payphone on 46 Washington St.

Payphone base to be removed at 632 Warren St.

236 Blue Hill Ave.
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Trash cans to be placed:
• We have a few places where we would like 

trash cans to be placed. 
• Holborn St. and Blue Hill Ave. (311 

case no. 101003371775. Spoke with 
the district supervisor, the area has an 
adequate amount of barrels. No 
additional barrels needed)

• Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Creston 
St. (311 case no. 101003371781. 
Spoke to the district supervisor, no 
additional barrel needed at this 
location. )

• Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Fayston 
St. (311 case no. 101003434202)

Holborn St. and Blue Hill Ave. - entire street 
segment has no trash bin

AAppppeennddiixx

Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Creston St. 
- entire street segment has no trash bin

Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to 
Fayston St. 

AAppppeennddiixx

Trash can to be replaced:

• Replace owner’s trash can with 
one from the city. 
• 160 Blue Hill Ave 
• 170 Blue hill Ave 
• 10 Washington St.
• 46 Washington St. 

Examples of an owner’s trash can: 160 Blue Hill Ave, 46 Washington St.
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AAppppeennddiixx

Graffiti to be removed:

• Washington St. and Normandy St. 
South corner – Graffiti on mailbox 
(311 case no. 101003295602)

AAppppeennddiixx

Potential sites for additional 
paintboxes: 

• Woodbine St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. NW corner (See illegal 
graffiti page)
• 24 Washington St. (Top left 

image)
• In front of Mother Caroline 

Academy & Education Center. 
Box can be painted by 
students. (Top right image)
• Unity plaza (Bottom image)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Repaint Streetlights poles:

• Blue Hill Ave. and Seaver St. 
(left)(311 case no. 101003296061: 
Case Noted in graffiti file)

• Blue Hill Ave. and Columbia St. 
(right)(311 case no. 101003296065: 
Case Noted in graffiti file)

AAppppeennddiixx

Potential bus stop art/poster 
locations:

From left to right:
• Blue Hill Ave @ Woodcliff St
• Blue Hill Ave @ Castlegate Rd
• Warren St @ Crawford St
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Imagine Boston 2030, Franklin Park  

Franklin Park meaning Franklin Park, William Devine Golf Course and Zoo New England are major destinations in the Grove Hall area. People come from other New England states to visit these 
attractions. How can Franklin Park help with economic growth and opportunity in the Greater Grove Hall area?  

Nature Center – Could we build something similar to the Mass Audubon’s Boston Nature Center and Wildlife Sanctuary that could have meeting rooms and classroom space, offices, and retail space? 
The idea would be to provide facilities that would complement or enhance the park. Perhaps there could be regularly scheduled guided tours of the park so people can learn more about wildlife and 
green space.  Classes on a wide range of outdoor activities. Perhaps a class on bird watching or identifying wild flowers in the park, or foraging for edible food. What comes to mind is LL Bean’s 
Outdoor Discovery School Adventures that includes classes on fly fishing, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, hiking, fishing demonstrations, etc.  Perhaps the facility would provide rental options for 
bikes, cross country skis, kayaks, snow shoes, etc. for use in the park. The idea would be to make it easier for people to enjoy the open space of the park, provide reasons for people to come back 
more frequently and learn more about nature. Perhaps something similar to Thompson Island’s Outward Bound program might exist in Franklin Park. In terms of offices, it might be for those non-profits 
that have a conservation mission. The retail store(s) might focus on various aspects of recycling such as reclaimed materials, or “upcycled” materials. If these are gifts such as jewelry, then many local 
vendors could merchandise their goods at the store. The Sierra Club and World Wildlife Federation have gift adoptions of animals. This idea could be adopted as well.  

Restaurant - I understand that Franklin Park used to have a restaurant that had great views because of where it was located. Perhaps that could be rebuilt.  

Rebuild the Refectory – In the spirit of Frederick Olmsted and conservation, one idea is to rebuild a replica of the Refectory, that was a part of the park and have it house the above ideas, e.g. 
restaurant, nature center, offices, equipment rental for park use, classes, meetings, etc.  

Enhance Existing Facilities and Programing – currently there are existing programs that take place in the park. Do they need infrastructure upgrades? What is on the “Wish List” of the Franklin Park 
Coalition in terms of infrastructure upgrades? Do we need more, better or different types of parking? More parking near Peabody Circle would help support the Zoo, those participating in activities in 
the park and local businesses. Could investments be made that would improve the golf course or the Zoo? 

Access - Franklin Park is located near census tracks that have some of the lowest incomes in the city. I believe  

QUESTION  

How could Franklin Park best support local businesses’ health, economic development, economic mobility, and resiliency? 

It would be ideal if there were businesses in and around the park ( The Park, Golf Course, Zoo) that could extend the experience of going to the park, zoo and golf course. For example, many golf courses have a nice 
restaurant or bar. The current club house has neither.  

One of the challenges is that businesses in and around Franklin Park don’ benefit from the high level of visits the park receives. For example, depending upon which exit one uses to leave the park, the range of shopping 
or eating opportunities is limited. Similar destinations/attractions have shopping opportunities, often outlets, souvenir and gift shops, other forms of family entertainment, e.g. indoor kid park, fun pizza destinations, mini golf, 
arcades, driving range, Trampoline Park, play maze, etc. So if a family visits the zoo or an activity in the park, what do they do after they complete that event/activity? Those activities are limited.  The right mix of businesses 
would not only benefit from those visiting the park, but would improve the business mix of the area. The Grater Grove Hall area is densely populated and businesses that appeal to family entertainment could be of service 
to the community.  

Events and Programming  

Many of the events that take place at Government Center or on Boston Common, could take place at Franklin Park. Greenfest or the Scooperbowl are such an example of many. In some situations, it doesn’t have to be 
either or, but could be both/and.  

Fair/Carnival - In the part of the park where the kite festival is held, we could have a fair or carnival in the park, which many communities use to raise funds as they receive a percentage of the ticket sales.  
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Fair/Carnival - In the part of the park where the kite festival is held, we could have a fair or carnival in the park, which many communities use to raise funds as they receive a percentage of the ticket 
sales.  

Farmer’s Market/Weekend Market – Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center in particular is interested in a farmer’s market in or near the park. This concept could be expanded to include a 
weekend market that might include items from the local Commonwealth Kitchen.  

What are the business opportunities that come with enhancing Franklin Park? How can we better welcome the local business community? 

Park Activation and Business Opportunities – There seems to be a disconnect between activities that occur in the park and business opportunities. Perhaps a next step is an ideation session(s) with 
the Franklin Park Coalition and those interested in exploring related business opportunities.  

The idea would be to look at existing programming and try to think of related business opportunities.  We could also think of new types of activities that would be synergistic with economic development.  
The zoo has done a good job of this by creating events such as the “Zoo Howl” or “Brew at the Zoo.”  

How has your business been affected by major events? (e.g. parades) 

The West Indian Carnival is the largest one day event in the area. However, instead of bringing revenues to local businesses, the majority of businesses close for the day, so they actually lose money. 
The city might have to take a more active role in managing this event as it could be a much larger driver of economic activity in the area.  

There are relatively few vendors, e.g. food, merchandise in the Peabody Circle area and these are often from outside of the city. Perhaps like food trucks that bid on specific locations, spots at the end 
or along the parade route could be something that we encourage more local vendors to participate.   

Take the West Indian Carnival, Blue Hill Avenue is closed for the day anyway. What is done in some cities is when a street is closed, the parking spaces along the street are bbbopen for vendors to 
sell food and merchandise. For other parades that don’t require the street to be closed for the entire day, there could be vendor opportunities at the terminal point of the parade, which is often Peabody 
Circle.  

What other types of improvements would you like to see?  

Parking 
There is a shortage of parking for the zoo and local businesses. Adding additional parking is challenging because of Franklin Park’s historic park status. The challenge is to sensitively design expanded 
parking in ways that are sensitive to the function and aesthetic of the Park. The scope is limited to the parking area at the entrance on Blue Hill Ave.  

The redesign of the existing parking and sensitive expansion of parking used by the zoo, those participating in activities organized by the Franklin Park Coalition and local businesses and in some 
places the golf course.  We would like to have the best space for a farmer’s market identified. Having a farmers market in the area, would increase pressure on parking.  

How does this project help the organization achieve its mission? 

The Zoo and the Park are unique, regional attractions, this proposal supports economic development as it makes it easier for people to use the amenities of the park.  That in turn attracts users to the 
Park, Zoo and local businesses, which helps economic development.  

On top of the 400,000 visitors that come to the zoo annually, the Park is getting increased utilization for other events, gatherings and activities as well, such as cultural festivals, multi-school cross-
country meets (at both the high school and collegiate levels), large family reunions, etc.  

There are a number of days each year when zoo visitors simply cannot find parking and must change their plans and go home or elsewhere.  

What led your organization to identify this project as a need in your community?  

The lack of parking in this specific area was pointed out by the various stakeholders.  

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center  

We would like to create a health and wellness hub, which integrates Harvard Street Health Center with Franklin Park. Active use of the park is good exercise, and a critical part of health and wellness.  

Nature - Seamless integration with Franklin Park so Franklin Park can be leveraged in health and wellness activities, e.g. hiking, biking, runners group, and urban gardening.  
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Imagine Boston 2030, Franklin Park  

 1
Grove Hall Plaza
Experiential Illustration

grove hall plaza
vision
Great neighborhoods start with a series of great 
destinations, where neighbors and visitors are drawn to 
shop, play, eat, browse, and relax.  Greater Grove Hall Main 
Streets and partners are dedicated to growing the number, 
variety and vitality of great destinations in Boston’s Grove 
Hall neighborhood business district through a community-
led process.  In 2014 Grove Hall residents and non-profits 
worked with Project for Public Spaces (PPS) to create a 
vision to improve several sites in Grove Hall through 
placemaking.  Placemaking is way to improve public spaces 
by activating them through creating destinations that 
people want to hang out in.  In the heart of Grove Hall, 
the community partners envision transforming the plaza 
next to Flames Restaurant through installation of a variety 
of outdoor seating, a stage for performance, a lawn, food 
trucks, a pop-up market, and art installations.  A local 
property owner will champion the plaza and safeguard the 
improvements. Together these improvements would help 
create a wonderful destination for Grove Hall residents 
and visitors to the neighborhood, enhancing the business 
climate and quality of life for all.

Roxbury 
Great Neighborhood 
Coalition
• Greater Grove Hall Main 

Streets
• Neighborhood Corpora-

tion of Grove Hall
• Project, RIGHT, Inc
• Quincy Geneva Housing 

Corporation 

the plan
The plan for improvements around Flames and municipal 
parking lot include:
Food trucks - on busy Blue Hill Avenue right at the plaza
Pop-up market - on the plaza or the adjoining city 
parking lot 
Outdoor temporary seating - benches, cafe seating and 
picnic tables
Stage - designed for both performances and casual 
seating
Lawn area - for performances and picnics

implemenation
Phase 1  ($5,000) 
Purchase and install benches and picnic tables
Phase 2  ($5,000) 
Install stage and host performance series
Phase 3 ($5,000) 
Launch pop-up market
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 2Grove Hall Plaza
Concept Plan

ESTCODE

ESTCOD
E

ESTCODE

ESTCO
DE

Cafe Seating:

Movable chairs and 

tables with umbrel-

las and sting lighting 

above

Interactive focal feature such 

as a giant Board Game, like 

Chess.

Food Truck

Lawn area suitable 

for games, �tness 

classes, childrens 

programming, 

performanc seating or 

picnic area

Benches

Picnic Area adjacent to the 

food trucks on the extend-

ed sidewalk area near the 

parking lot

Performance stage faces both 

directions so that for children’s 

events seating can be on the 

lawn while for more adult events 

seating can be on the paved 

area.  Can be used as seating 

when stage is not in use

0’ 25’

Blue Hill Ave .

Flames
Restaurant 

Laundry 
King

Beulah Pilgrim
Holiness Church

G
eo

rg
ia

 S
t.
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GREATER GROVE HALL
MAIN STREETS

GREEN MEDIAN

     

Community Partner: 

 Ed Gaskin, Greater Grove Hall Main Streets

Team Members:
Laura Devine
Melanie Silver
Adam Anderson
Dane Clark
Diana Tsang
Gunn Chaiyapatranun
Josh Aronson
Stacy Krieg
Yuan Zhang

2020 MLK DAY OF SERVICE

GREATER GROVE HALL 
MAIN STREETS 
GREEN MEDIAN 
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Introduction

Greater Grove Hall Main Streets (GGHMS) is a non-profit community organization that works to promote the economic success of a 

diverse business district while maintaining the historical character of the neighborhood. 

Greater Grove Hall Main Streets partners with the City of Boston, private businesses and community stakeholders to 

improve the economic vitality of the Greater Grove Hall area such that residents can enjoy the benefits of development 

without displacement. We take an active role in advocating, planning and supporting economic development in the 

Greater Grove Hall area.

Given the rich and diverse assets of the Greater Grove Hall area we are working to increase the number of people who 

view Grove Hall as a destination to, “Visit” “Shop” and “Enjoy” and as a result create more permanent jobs, an optimal 

mix of businesses and recreational experiences that meets the needs of the residents and visitors to the Boston area.

-Excerpted from the Greater Grove Hall Main Streets “About Us”

GGHMS has five organization goals as follows:

• IMPROVE the economic success of existing businesses, recruit new businesses to the area and help foster entrepreneurship 

and innovation

• BRIDGE the digital divide between the consumers of technology and the producers of technology.

• MAKE Grove Hall “Cleaner and Greener” which will improve the economic success of the area, and make it more sustainable 

and resilient.

• ENHANCE the quality of life by increasing public art, placemaking, festivals and public safety.

• ENSURE the long-term viability of Greater Grove Hall Main Streets.

About Greater Grove Hall Main Streets

This project explored opportunities in designing a median 

located on Blue Hill Avenue for the Greater Grove Hall Main 

Streets organization. The goal of the project is for Payette to 

provide visual leadership through a set of documents which 

can be presented to a range of stakeholders to gain support 

and funding for the renovation of this median, as well as 

develop a language for how to design other medians in the 

area.  With the input of local stakeholders and Greater Grove 

Hall Main Streets Organization, Payette is able to provide a 

creative visual representation for future installation.

The project team researched possible sustainable strategies 

ranging from rain-gardens and pervious paving for managing 

storm water runoff, to specific plantings and ground cover 

for help with the urban heat island effect. Simultaneously, 

the design looked for opportunities to incorporate public art, 

vibrancy and color, as well as place-making for community 

members, to create a green space of respite in an otherwise 

hard and concrete environment. 
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Existing mature trees with poor soil conditions. Also frequent “j-walkers” cross the median at places other than the crosswalks.

North end of the project median looking towards the commercial district of Greater Grove Hall.

A string of existing healthy, mature trees that run down the center of Blue Hill Ave.

South end of the project median with a pedestrian crosswalk and adjacent bus stop.

Another median on Blue Hill Ave where a similar design could be implemented.

Existing Context

A new landscape design for the Blue Hill Ave median could help to define the existing diverse business district and signal the 

economic fortitude of the community. Further investment into the public space will support the ongoing efforts of GGHMS and help 

foster community pride. A unique design along Blue Hill Ave will help to create a sense of place and identity for the neighborhood 

and transform a long-term eye sore into an asset. The median’s design offers spaces for the display of local art work, creating 

opportunities for community members to occupy and engage with the space and art. In addition, the beautification of the median 

improves the environmental benefits of the land by reducing rainwater run off and mitigating urban heat island effect.

The primary goals of the design are to:

• Support the ongoing efforts of GGHMS within the community

• Create a sense of place and identity through color and design

• Improve the environmental benefits of the land

• Discourage j-walking across the busy road

• A design that can be replicated on additional medians along Blue Hill Ave

• A budget-wise strategy that can be publicly funded through the City of Boston

The design constraints are both environmental and practical. They are to:

• Preserve the existing healthy, mature trees.

• Minimal disturbance to the existing ground (in order to maintain the trees) prohibiting major re-grading

• The trees are at the top of a crown causing rainwater to shed off of the median

• There is heavy salting during the winter months that sprays at least onto the edges of the median

• No additional irrigation can be provided

• Trash removal needs to be easy

• Cannot disturb existing utilities such as street lights and pedestrian crossing signs

• Electrical utilities run below the median

Why not green infrastructure?

While the project was initially considered as a green infrastructure (GI) intervention, the above constraints led the design team and 

community partner to decide this median was not an ideal candidate for this type of intervention. The preservation of the existing 

trees is a vitally important consideration in this design, and the transformation into GI would put the trees at risk. Considering the 

changes which would be required in order to create a functioning GI intervention, including regrading, cutting deep depressions, 

extra salt deposits and underground utility conflicts, it was decided that this could be more destructive than beneficial to the site. 

Additionally, the current available i sonly available for projects within the Charles River watershed. Unfortunately, Blue Hill Avenue 

does not fall within that area.

The medians in Grove Hall along Blue Hill Ave are in need of a makeover. They tend to be brown and muddy due to poor soil quality, 

pedestrian desire lines, and litter. The medians with trees and grass are currently maintained by the Boston Parks Department. They 

maintain plantings at the north end of the median and regularly mow the mostly barren soil during the summer months.  However, 

the medians have a string of healthy, mature trees that are valued by the community for their beauty and shade. Maintaining and 

enhancing the health and beauty of the existing trees is key for a successful project.

The median has crosswalks on both ends that are coordinated with traffic lights for pedestrian safety. However, many community 

members use the median as a place of respite and safety as they cross Blue Hill Ave at places other than the crosswalks. This serves 

to further compact the poor soil and trample any vegetation.

The profile of the median is currently crowned up the bases of the trees in the middle. This sheds the rainwater off the soil onto the 

roads preventing it from watering any plants on the median and adding volume to the combined sewer system.

Vision

Existing Conditions
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Site Analysis

Site Analysis
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The Greater Grove neighborhood has a successful, 

diverse business district as well as several community 

assets. Blue Hill Ave connects many communities in 

Boston and runs alongside Franklin Park Zoo.

Key community assets include small locally-owned 

businesses, a branch of the Boston Public Library, the 

adjoining Grove Hall Community Center, a variety of 

places of worship, and two schools.

On the north end, the project median points into a 

significant intersection between Blue Hill Ave and 

Washington St. This intersection is home to commercial 

as well as religious buildings, and defines one edge of the 

business district.

On the south end, the project median is directly adjacent 

to the Mother Caroline Academy and St. Katherine Drexel 

Parish which are key community stake holders. 

The topography of the streets slopes downward to the 

north, and the median changes 7’ in elevation from north 

to south. The adjacent blocks also have several trees 

which offer shade to the street.
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 SITE - BLUE HILL AVE
MEDIAN WIDTH: 22’

UPHAM’S CORNER
MEDIAN WIDTH: 15’

MATTAPAN SQUARE
MEDIAN WIDTH: 4’

ROSE KENNEDY GREENWAY
MEDIAN WIDTH: 134’

SEAPORT BOULEVARD
MEDIAN WIDTH: 15’

Site Size Comparison

The Blue Hill Ave Median is 22’ wide at its widest. To understand the scale, a 

series of familiar Boston medians are presented. The Blue Hill Ave median is 

about 7’ wider than both the Upham’s Corner and Seaport Boulevard.

Mattapan Square had a median greening project but was restricted by a 4’ 

width. Raised beds with flowers were installed to add greenery and color to 

the community while trying to impede j-walking. 

Boston’s Rose Kennedy Greenway has a generous width of 134’ which 

beautiful park-like landscapes were installed. The undulation of topography 

and distance from the road makes this project especially enjoyable.
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The Greater Grove median falls in the storm water catchment area that is part of a combined storm water and sewage system. 

Combined sewers collect both wastewater and storm water which are diverted for treatment. During large wet weather events, 

combined sewers may reach capacity and the untreated wastewater is diverted to CSOs that flow directly into local bodies of water.  

Hard, impermeable surfaces do not allow storm water to absorb into the ground, which contributes to the amount of rainwater 

diverted into the sewer system, exacerbating this issue of CSO drainage. CSO events can be minimized by increasing the amount of 

rainwater put back into the soil rather than the sewer system with pervious surfaces within the city. 

Storm water Management - Combined Sewage Overflow (CSO)

Climate Ready Boston explores which areas of the city are projected to be at risk of extreme heat (due to rising temperatures and 

the urban heat island effect).   

The Greater Grove Hall neighborhood shows an increased risk for extreme heat. This can be mitigated in part by increasing 

vegetation and using lighter colored, more reflective hard surfaces. 

Heat Risk
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Stone plinths lift and highlight 
colorful artwork located at alternating 
intersections up and down Seaport 
Boulevard’s median.   

AIR SEA LAND
SEAPORT BLVD, BOSTON
OKUDA SAN MIGUEL

The Dutch Kills Green in Long Island 
City highlights and contrasts moments 
of lush, vibrant colorful plantings 
woven between sculptural rockscapes. 
The plants are drought-tolerant and 
non-invasive.   

DUTCH KILLS GREEN
LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NYC
WRT MARGIE RUDDICK LANDSCAPE

PrecedentsPrecedents
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Nearby streetscape project including 
green infrastructure.

COLUMBIA ROAD PROPOSAL
SEAPORT BLVD, BOSTON
NBBJ

Precedents

The existing trees in the median 
provide a beautiful natural landscape, 
but can also lend themselves as a place 
for artistic opportunities as seen in 
these examples of tree art which bring 
additional color to the surrounding 
space. 

THE BLUE TREES - KONSTANTIN 
DIMOPOULOS
MONTCLAIR ART MUSEUM YARN BOMB 
TREE, LINE - ZANDER OLSEN

Precedents



258 259

ARTISTIC LIGHTS / 
GLOWING ART 

For placemaking, public safety, 
and public art.
Fluorescent paint and decorative 
lighting could be changed to 
create different visual appeals on 
pots, pebbles, stepping stones, 
and tree stumps.
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Planting is an important element of the design. Two 

colorful perennial gardens at the cross walk, with one 

‘braided river’ of planting and natural materials flows from 

one end of the median to the other.  

We use two ornamental grasses that have different colors 

and volume to create contrast and visual interest. They are 

both hardy, salt tolerant species, and are easy to maintain 

(cut back once a year after fully established). 

In the perennial gardens, we select species and the 

palette based on these criteria: 1. Thornless 2. Seasonal 

interest throughout the year 3.Attracts pollinators. 4. 

Hardy.  These planting provides educational opportunities 

for kids to learn about nature, ecology and sustainability.

PLANTING STRATEGY

A
B

Carex pensylvanica  Pennsylvania sedge

Helictotrichon sempervirens  Blue Oat Grass 

ORNAMENTAL GRASS PLANTING

A

Anemone tomentosa ‘Robustissima’  Japanese Anemone

B

Nepeta  Catnip Ilex verticillata  Winterberry

Achillea millefolium  Yarrow Heucherella ‘Pink Fuzz’  Foamy Bells Allium  Onion

DIVIDERS / GARDEN EDGING

Community groups and residents may want to 
have a small garden in the median. The edges of 
the garden can be created using various natural 
objects.
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Site Plan

Decorative plantings at end nodes Tree decoration

Benches surrounding existing tree Low maintenance green plants

Public art location Directionally laid stone

Green plants mixing with stone

A E

B F

C G

D

INSPIRATION: 
FRIENDSHIP BRAID

A B C D E F G

A’

Educational signage

D’

Natural divider
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Legend

Pedestrian Crossing

Bench

Existing Tree

Sculpture

Occupied

Street Buffer

Landscape Braid

Decorative Plantings (maintained by City of Boston)

Median Zones

Concept Image
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Diagram

SCULPTURE

Design Vignettes

Light colored stones circle the median in a chevron pattern in order to buffer against salt spray in the winter and hazardous pedestrian j-walking. At moments, one side of 

each stone is painted with a bright color, shown in yellow, to lead your eyes through the composition. The painted thread begins at the head of the median on the north side 

near the commercial zone and crosses over the center of the median at the sculptures on display. The paint is always on the side opposite car traffic, so as not to distract 

drivers, but to offer a surprise to people walking through the neighborhood.

A

A

B

B
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Existing Condition Key Plan

22’

4

2

3

5

1 1

1
2
3
4
5
6

Protective Stone Slabs
Art Plinth/Bench
Art Piece
Tree Trunk Installation
Gravel
Carex Plantings

Features A B C

1 1

2 5

6

Section A — Occupiable Bench Section B — Central art platform Section B — Central art platform Section C — Green carex plantings

1 1

6

Concept Sections

5
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Existing Street Section

Proposed Street Section
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Rather than packed dirt which has a poor ability to allow storm water to infiltrate, the 

median will be almost completely porous. Gravel, plantings, and porous pavers will 

allow all storm water that falls on the site to infiltrate back into the ground. This will 

reduce the total storm water runoff for the catchment area that the median is in and 

contribute to reducing the occurrence of CSO events.

Adding more plants, maintaining the existing tree cover, and installing light colored, 

pervious hard surfaces helps to reduce the urban heat island effect.  This will create a 

cooler micro-climate along Blue Hill Ave during hot summer months. 

Storm water Infiltration Urban Heat Island Effect

Sustainability

INFILTRATION

EVAPOTRANSPIRATION

HEAT REFLECTED

Urban Scale Application
Legend
Band of color connecting multiple medians

Band of protective stone

Sculpture location

The unique design language of the median can be applied to additional blocks 

on Blue Hill Avenue. Median renovations can help to define this district as a 

destination and provide a beautiful and sustainable amenity for the residents.
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WASHINGTON STREET & BLUEHILL AVE PLANTING PLAN
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BRONX FORSYTHIA 30" O.C. (10)

EXISTING TREES (11) 

TURFSTONE PAVING 4' WIDE ON BOTH SIDES
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STELLA DI'ORO DAYLILIES 14" O.C. (420)
VIRGINIA CREEPER VINES 4' O.C. (20)
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MALUS 'SPRING SNOW' (3)

MALUS 'SPRING SNOW' PLANTED EVENLY 
IN BETWEEN HONEY LOCUST (22)

'OAKLEAF' HYDRANGEA

'CAMEO QUINCE' LOWER
'ANTHONY WATERER' SPIREA

ROSA THE FAIRY 

'TAXAS SCARLETT' QUINCE

MONTAUK DAISY 3' O.C. (12)

0 40 60  FEET
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Public Feedback

The major concern from the community was maintenance. Maintenance was one of the things taken into consideration when the design was created. Another concern was given the length of the block, 
should there be a cut through. One question concerning the cut through is, will it encourage “jay walking” since there is no crosswalk there.

One inspiration for the design was that the area has lots of cement, asphalt, concrete e.g. sidewalk, streets, brownstone buildings, etc. In addition to creating a heat island effect, it’s very “cold.” The 
increased use of plants, and small stones is to provide a sense of nature, a visual respite in the area. We kept in mind, this median was the front yard for a lot of residents and would make walking a 
more enjoyable experience.

Garrison Trotter Neighborhood Association:

We would like some colorful flowers that can also withstand the weather so that maintenance is not an issue.

We would also like art/sculptures to reflect the history and culture of the neighborhood.

Blue Elm Unites Estates

Improving the curb appeal of the medians located in the Grove Hall/Blue Hill Ave section of Dorchester. It is something that is needed.

The tree lighting not only provides an opportunity for public art, but will improve public safety by bringing more light to the area at night.

Mother Caroline Academy:

We like the general concept of the design.

The location is not a safe one, therefore we would be hesitant to send kids to do hands-on projects in the median unless there will be some barriers to protect people from the traffic. However, we would 
be interested in doing beautification projects such as art displays.

Pasadena Supple Columbia Roads Neighborhood Association:

I like the general idea of the proposed work.

My concern lies in what the plan is for maintenance and upkeep. Who will maintain the trees, grass, and flowers? How do you mitigate the ongoing issue of people throwing trash in medians? Could 
you or would you consider letting a local artist design whatever you are going to put in the medians?

Robert Chabot:

Conceptually I like this plan. I was also part of this exercise with Payette. I would say I don’t have concerns about it. Adding green space to reduce the urban heat effect is a great idea. Making sure 
there are pedestrian cut-throughs across the medians is also important because people will do that anyway. Maintenance availability should be a major consideration, and along with that goes plant 
choices, watering requirements, choice of building materials, etc. The DOT has site-line regulations that need to be adhered to for the safety of drivers.

Patricia Loheed:

Grove Hall deserves a first-class Blue Hill Ave streetscape that can be maintained to a high level in a cost-effective way while doing traffic calming and increasing pedestrian safety, plus mitigating heat 
island effect. Green complete streets that reduce peak stormwater runoff are also helpful in that they increase percolation of rainfall into the fresh groundwater and aid plant growth.

Increase durable, native plants that are tough cultivars, disease-resistant, replicate, or fill in quickly, which are hard to kill and easy to maintain. Median plants and trees need to be salt and saltwater 
spray tolerant. Plants, where plowed snow piles accumulate, need to be snow weight tolerant.

The granite is an excessive expense for what it gives. For me “armoring” the median strip sends the wrong message; Roxbury/Dorchester needs more green soft plantings that are tough enough to 
survive City maintenance crews. Granite is one of the most durable materials there is, but it will collect street blown litter in the cracks between and be a maintenance headache.

Patricia Loheed:

Provided the following information and the attached drawing.

“I also have an attractive, cost effective idea for the Blue Hill Median strip that has trees and soil, that uses a precast concrete perforated paver that can work as a rain garden in a band 3 or 4 ft wide 
along the longitudinal curb lengths on the median that I thin BWS would buy into. It could be paired with really tough, native, low growing (4ft max to 16”) shrubs and perennials that are known to 
increase number/size and cover the ground scape. So, the rain garden would store and release water to the new plantings, plus existing the trees. We could just do a low maintenance, stable 3-inch 
layer of stone mulch under the trees in the middle which could be leaf blown or raked once a year. That should make the park maintenance folks happy. “

“I am suggesting a 4’ wide precast perforated paver edge 4 or 6 inches below top of curb to catch and infiltrate rainwater into the treed planting median, inboard on both sides will be vines, daylilies and 
mixed masses of hardy native shrubs that are salt tolerant that retain more of the collected soil moisture. The area under the existing Honeylocust trees will have a crushed stone mulch that is easy to 
rake, or leaf blow, which will also retain soil moisture. No more mowing. There are also vertical, narrow width short disease resistant crabapples. In the midst of the shrub beds that will add seasonal 
color in all four seasons.

The native Virginia creeper planted every four feet in the daylily row will grow out into the perforated paver collection area and further slow water movement to encourage it to go into the stone and 
perforated pvc pipe water catchment trench which will infiltrate rainwater to the trees and planting bed.

The plan has three major attributes: a low maintenance/visually safe for pedestrian crossing and drivers’ sight distance, self-watering from rain garden catchment (after initial establishment period), 
seasonally attractive and hardy (salt tolerant, disease resistant, drought, and freeze tolerant) landscape. The concept could be reiterated elsewhere along Blue Hill where the median situations are 
similar.”
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Other notes

1. Raingarden water storage options in section details, more expensive sub perforated Turf Stone Paver water storage dual 8” or 10-inch storage vaults

set on 4” depth of washed crushed blue stone with Mirafi 140NL non-woven geotextile wrap. If we use the larger vault storage units, then there would have to be Neenah cast steel curb inlets put into 
the existing curb in one or two uphill grade places. And there would have to be a drain from the vaults to a nearby catch basin as an emergency overflow on both edges of the median island. If we only 
deal with catching rainwater, then the paver edge could be just 4” down from the top of the existing curb, and the sub base water storage would be in the stone with a single corrugated, perforated 
flexible pvc pipe with end caps at both ends. This would be less $$ and would capture water sub grade to help support the existing mature trees and the newly proposed plantings.

2. Planting strategy: catch water through perforated precast concrete Ideal block Turf Stone edging on existing island of two end to end 24” pavers, i.e. 4’ width from back of curb to staked Ryerson 
Metal edging 8” or 10” with a 6 or 8” reveal at central edge planting. The perforated pavers are set on a compacted sand base, over a Mirafi 140NL non woven fabric, over washed, crushed bluestone 
1/2-3/4 size, that is wrapped on sides and floor of trench. At the base of the trench with the corrugated perforated, pvc flex pipe with end caps is placed at the bottom of the stone; in the 160 Vault 
option, there is 4” of crushed stone under the open base of the vaults, not sure of size 8 or 12” double row length of curb edge, both sides of island.

3. Planting: next to metal vertical edge, plant Virginia Creeper Vines, 4 yr. plants 4 ft o/c full length of metal edging. The concept is the vines will fill the paver area and slow down runoff for better 
infiltration into the voids in pavers that are filled with stone dust. Next a row of Stella di’Oro Daylilies, 2yr. Plants, 14” o/c.

4. Next: Crabapples: Spring Snow, 1.5” Cal., to be planted at center point between existing mature trees adjacent to the day lily row so they get sun to get larger. This is a smaller crab, fruitless and 
disease resistant. Look at the Payette diagrams to compute how many. They should be on both sides of the island. There is also a missing mature tree that we should replant; need to determine what 
the existing trees are, ck utilities in missing tree location, and select something.

Low, native shrub plantings inboard from the daylily edge: Montauk Daisy (Evergreen/fall flower), Rosa the Fairy, Anthony Waterer Spirea (shade),

Cameo Quince Lower or Texas Scarlett Quince Higher, Oakleaf Hydrangea (taller/shade/not near intersections). Plant in groups of three 3.5 ft o/c, 2.5ft ht. Plants. Put in a row if the plants stay small; 
do offset if the plants are expansive growers (Rosa the Fairy, Texas Scarlett Quince, Oakleaf Hydrangea). Residual area under the mature trees will be 3” depth of the crushed blue stone 1/2-3/4, this 
mulch does not have to be washed.

The planting beds should have an additional 8” of planting mix added mounded up behind the metal edge, the whole planting bed area should be rototilled to an 18 “ depth before the new soils are 
brought in.

5. Cross walk side walk, back of sidewalk treatment: Bronx Dwarf forsythia plants 30” o/c

Important that it is the Bronx fosythia which only grows 18” high. Willow leaf cotoneaster could be an alternative.”
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Greater Grove Hall Main Streets 
Business District Visioning

TThhee  GGrreeaatteerr  GGrroovvee  HHaallll  AArreeaa  RReefflleecctteedd  YYeeaarrss  
ooff  DDeeffeerrrreedd  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  
• There were 13 streetlights out in the heart of the Grove Hall business 

district. 
• There were trees missing.
• A report titled “Boston’s rich and poor neighborhoods show sidewalk 

repair disparity” in The Boston Globe showed the poor quality of the 
sidewalks in the area.
• There were visible signs of neglect throughout the district. 
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TThhee  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett  MMaakkeeoovveerr  ffoorr  GGrroovvee  HHaallll

• Finally, we are launching Main Streets Makeovers. Starting with 
Bowdoin-Geneva in Dorchester and Grove Hall in Roxbury, we’ll 
provide public space up grades and extra help for small businesses. 
We are making every square inch of Boston thriving, healthy, and 
innovative for every resident of our city

• Mayor Walsh’s State of the City Address, January 13th, 2015

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Pocket Park – Now called 
Grove Hall Plaza, completed 
(Top image)

• Municipal Lot #23 –
Redesigned and resurface. 
Additional parking spaces,  
easier to plow in winter, 
handicapped compliant 
lighting, fencing, and 
landscaping (Bottom image)

After: new lot

After: Grove Hall PlazaBefore

Before
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• Grove Hall Plaza Re-landscaped – Zoo New 

England applied for and received a grant that 
helped pay for the re-landscaping of this 
park. (Top images) 
• 14 New Bike Racks – (Bottom image)

• Two racks at the Community Center (on Geneva Ave)
• Two racks at the front entrance of the Burke High School 

(on Washington St)
• Three racks at the front of ABCD Thelma D. Burns 

building
• Two racks at Grove Hall Plaza
• Two racks on the corner of Blue Hill Ave & Warren St, 

near Grove Hall Pizza
• One rack in front of Edward's Barbershop on Blue Hill 

Ave.
• Racks for the Lilla G. Frederick Pilot Middle School 

New Bike Racks

Grove Hall Plaza Re-landscaped

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• New Fences – City owned 
property in Grove Hall now has 
new fencing (Top images)
• Welcome to Grove Hall Sign –

Installed (Bottom left image)
• Streetlights – 13 burnt out 

streetlights replaced (Bottom 
right image)
• Signal Modifications – For Blue 

Hill Ave/Warren and Blue 
Hill/Washington

Sign installed

Example of new fencesExample of old fences

Example of burnt out streetlights  
and BPW fixing them
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• Graffiti – Removed at designated 
locations (Top images)

• Paint Box Program – With a grant 
from Boston Main Street Foundation, 
16 utility boxes were painted 
(Bottom images)

Examples of painted utility boxes

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Example of a graffiti Example of the graffiti removed

• Grove Hall Architectural Walk –
(Top image)

• Benches – Seven new benches 
placed in district from the Age 
Strong program (Bottom images) 

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Examples of new benches

Architectural walk
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Completed Murals – (See images) 

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• New Parking Signs – Limiting 
parking for two hours in the 600 
Block of Blue Hill Ave.  Blue Hill Ave 
from Glenway to Columbia Rd. 
(Top image)
• Trash Cans – 25 new trash cans, 

rusted trash cans painted black, 
trash cans redeployed to optimal 
locations (Bottom images)

New parking signs

Examples of new trash cans
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• New Crosswalk and Traffic Calming 

– Near Mother Caroline Academy 
(Top image)

• New Traffic Calming Interventions 
– Geneva Ave near Senior Center 
(Bottom images)

New crosswalk and traffic calming near Mother Caroline Academy

New Traffic Calming Interventions near Senior Center

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Blue Hill & Quincy St. –
Resurface/re-striped (Top 
images)

• Resurface Intersection – The 
intersection at Blue Hill and 
Warren St. (Bottom left image)

• New Crosswalk - Blue Hill & 
Castlegate – (Bottom right 
image) New crosswalk Blue Hill Ave. and Castlegate

Quincy St. Before After redesign

Resurfaced intersection at Blue Hill Ave. and Warren St.
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Crosswalk Striping –
All needed crosswalks 
were re-striped (See 
images, more on next 
page) Blue Hill Ave & Devon St. - Before

Blue Hill Ave & Cheney St. - Before

After re-stripping

After re-stripping

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Crosswalk Striping –
All needed crosswalks 
were re-striped (See 
images)

Blue Hill Ave & Holborn St. - Before After re-stripping

Blue Hill Ave & Clifford St. - Before After re-stripping
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Pothole Filling and 
Resurfacing – Blue Hill 
Ave. and Georgia St. 
(See images)

After pothole filling and resurfacing

Blue Hill Ave & Georgia St. - Before

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• ADA Accessible Curb Cuts –
From Dudley and Blue Hill Ave. 
to Warren St. and Blue Hill Ave. 
These have been done on one 
side and they are getting done 
on the other. (See images)

Example of Handicap Compliant Sidewalks

New crosswalk stripping leading to the ADA accessible curb cut
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Sidewalk Replacement – At 
specific locations (See images)
• Sidewalks Power Washed - The 

sidewalks in the business district 
were power washed. 
• Cleaning City Owned Lots – These 

are being mowed on a regular 
basis. 

Examples of new sidewalks

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• Trees Trimmed – At specific 
locations. 
• Tree Pits – Zoo New England 

provided a team of volunteers, a 
truck and a load of mulch to 
mulch the trees in the business 
district and Grove Hall Plaza (Top 
right image)
• Trees – 12 new trees (Top left 

image)

Example of new trees

Volunteers mulching trees
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk

• Banners – 114 new banners for 
district. (Top image)  

• New Artwork at Logan Airport –
to promote Grove Hall (Bottom 
images)

New artwork at Logan Airport

Examples of new banners

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• The Wonder Block Building –
This building has been renovated 
and leased out. ISD played a role 
in this project. (See images)

Before

After: The wonder block building
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Walnut Ave - Street Safety 
Intervention (Top image)

• Wicked Free Wi-Fi - Installed 
(Bottom image) 

Safe Route to School project 

Mayor launching the Wicked Free Wi-Fi in Grove Hall

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Roxbury Memory Heritage Trail 
App (RMT) – The RMT app has 
been released. (Top image)

• Summer Concert Series – First 
placemaking event in Grove Hall 
Plaza. (Bottom image)

Roxbury Memory Heritage Trail App

Summer concert at the Grove Hall Plaza
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CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  
• New Signages for Businesses 

– (See images)

Porta Classica old signages New signages

Lulu’s old signage New signage

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

Examples of other new signages

• New Signages for Businesses –
More examples (See images)



304 305

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Renovation of Unity Plaza –
New sidewalks, trees, signages 
for businesses, and the addition 
of a bench (See images)

The renovated Unity plaza

CCoommpplleetteedd  WWoorrkk  

• Bent Pylon and Broken Island 
Repaired – (See images)

Bent pylon Broken island

Pylon and island fixed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee

• Median Beautification –
Median re-landscape project. 
Design proposed by Payette. 
(See images)

Median re-landscape project current condition

The proposed new median 

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Cement Median – Blue Hill Ave between 
Georgia St. to Washington St., 
fix/replace the broken tiles/pavers (Top 
images)
• Bike Lanes – Needed for main streets.
• Streetscapes – Need to be redone as 

they have not been done in at least 25 
years. 

Cement median repairs needed

Bike lane needed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Wall Mural – On Post Office 
Wall, Warren St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. (Top image)
• Wall Mural – On the CVS wall, 

468 Blue Hill Ave. (Bottom left 
image)
• Wall Mural – On church wall 

boarding Grove Hall Plaza, 
Beulah Pilgrim Holiness 
Church 455 Blue Hill Avenue. 
(Bottom right image)

Wall mural to be placed on the 
church wall

Wall mural to be placed on post office wall

Wall mural to be placed on the CVS wall

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Wall Mural – On Breeze 
laundromat wall (Top left 
image)
• Wall Mural – On Central 

Convenience wall (Top right 
image)
• Wall Mural – On Walthall 

Chapel wall (Bottom left image)
• Public Art and MLK 

opportunity – at Freedom 
House (Bottom right image) 

Breeze laundromat wall Central Convenience wall

Walthall Chapel wall

Freedom House
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Black Women Lead Banner – Artistic 
portrayals of 100 past and current 
Boston Black women leaders from 
historical figures such as Phillis 
Wheatley to contemporary leaders 
such as congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley. (See image)

Black Women Lead Banner

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Grove Hall Plaza Light Pole Electrical 
wiring – Currently only 10 Amps. (Top 
image)

• Blue Bikes – Add new Blue Bike Station 
near Mecca Hall, Grove Hall Plaza area. 

Electrical pole needs to be rewired
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Surveillance Cameras – For municipal 
Lot #23 (Bottom right image)

• Request Handicapped Parking Permit 
Sign for Physical Therapy Business –
316 Blue Hill Ave. (Bottom left image)

Car Share spots before redesigning the lot

Handicapped parking sign 
needed for physical therapy 
business

This is one of the many cars that have been vandalized 
in the parking lot. In this case, someone slit all four 
tires. Surveillance camera is needed for this lot.

• Car Share Boston – For municipal Lot #23. This lot 
used to have spots reserved for Car Share vehicles.  
Thirty-nine percent of the households in Grove Hall 
have no car for the entire housing unit (Top image) 

• Bus Stop Redesign – Warren St. 
@ Sunderland St. to reduce litter 
(Top images)
• Bus Shelter Redesign – Bus 

shelter needs to be redesigned  in 
front of Harvard St. 
Neighborhood Health Center. 
People currently crowd the 
entrance to stay out of the 
elements - hot sun, rain, snow.  
(Bottom left image) 

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

Warren St. @ Sunderland St. bus stop

Bus shelter needed
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Clean Up Lot – Backside 
of First Haitian Baptist 
Church (Top images) and 
Blue Hill Ave. and 
Sunderland St. problem 
property (Bottom image) Problem property

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Bus Shelter Repair –
Blue Hill @Quincy, 
Blue Hill @Devon, 
Blue Hill @Woodcliff, 
Blue Hill @Pasadena. 
These bus shelters 
have missing glass 
panels.

Blue Hill @Quincy bus stop Blue Hill  @Woodcliff bus stopBlue Hill @Devon bus stop

Blue Hill @Pasadena bus stop
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Billboards Above Porta Classica –
Artistic, PSA opportunities (Top 
images)
• Parking Sign – 647 Warren St., Needs 

to be replaced (Bottom left image)
• Clocktower Repair – In process 

(Bottom right image)
• Brochure of Business Services – We 

would like for the city to provide us a 
list of services each department 
provides for businesses. 
• Banners – Replace banners that were 

thrown out by the city. 

Billboards above Porta Classica

Parking sign needs to be replaced Clocktower repair

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Redesign Crosswalk – To avoid 
water. Nazing St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. (Top left image)
• Crosswalk Needed – Entrance 

to the Grove Hall’s Mecca Mall 
(Top right image)
• Fix Wicked Free Wi-fi – Need 

funding to complete work 
(Bottom image)

Redesign crosswalk

Person standing under the Wi-Fi 
sign searching for signal

Crosswalk needed to cross 
Geogia St. on Blue Hill Ave. on 
the Grove Hall Mecca side
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WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Renovate Post Office – Built in 
1959 (Bottom images)

Renovate post office

WWoorrkk  ttoo  BBee  DDoonnee  

• Trees – Replace 19 missing trees. 
• Sidewalk Replacement – At specific locations.
• Remove Sidewalk Tripping Hazards – Need to be removed at certain locations.
• Abandoned Pay Phones – Removal. 
• Trash Cans – We have a project to paint the frames of trash cans. Some need to 

be repainted. Some owners’ trash cans need to be replaced. There are some 
places where trash cans need to be requested.
• Graffiti – Needs to be removed from items/places in district. 
• Utility Boxes Paint Program – City of Boston will paint more on Blue Hill Ave. 
• Repaint Streetlight poles – There are a couple of them that needs repainting.
• Bus Stop Posters – At potential locations.

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwoorrkk  wwiillll  bbee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  iinn  ddeettaaiill  iinn  aappppeennddiixx
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AAppppeennddiixx

Replace 19 missing trees:

From left to right:
• Woodcliff St. and Blue Hill Ave. (next to bus stop) (311 case no. 101003276382)
• 338 Blue Hill Ave – Dead tree (311 case no. 101003276451)
• Georgia St. and Blue Hill Ave across street from Mecca (311 case no. 101003276489)
• 490 Blue Hill Ave (311 case no. 101003276572)
• 517 Blue Hill Ave (311 case no. 101003276609)

AAppppeennddiixx

Replace 19 missing trees (cont’):

From left to right:
• 455 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003295646)
• 457 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003434302)
• The 600 block of Blue Hill Ave. – Eight trees missing from the entire street segment 
(311 case no. 101003295648)
• 496 Blue Hill Ave. in front of Millennium Market (311 case no. 101003295649)
• One Otisfield St. (311 case no. 101003434307)
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Replace 19 missing trees (cont’):

From left to right:
• 367 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003434316)
• 425 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 101003341866)

AAppppeennddiixx AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement:

• Dove St. and Blue Hill Ave. (both sides of 
Dove St.) – Asphalt patch (311 case no. 
101003276391: We have sent an engineer 
to evaluate and will take care of any 
immediate public safety hazards. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic is over, the City will be 
out to make permanent repairs)

• 244 Blue Hill Ave. – Broken sidewalk by a 
grown tree (311 case no. 101003276402)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Brunswick St. and Blue Hill Ave –
Northwest corner patchy sidewalk (311 
case no. 101003276459: We have sent 
an engineer to evaluate and will take 
care of any immediate public safety 
hazards. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
is over, the City will be out to make 
permanent repairs.)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Devon St. and Blue Hill Ave – Sidewalk 
lifted by a grown tree (311 case no. 
101003276475)

• 428 Blue Hill Ave. – Sidewalk lifted by a 
grown tree (311 case no. 101003342338)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• 24 Washington St. – Broken sidewalk (311 
case no. 101003276560)

• 495 Blue Hill Ave – Asphalt patch on 
sidewalk (311 case no. 101003276613)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• 27 Washington St. – 2 Broken 
sidewalk (311 case no. 
101003276556) (101003276558)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Nazing St. and Blue Hill Ave. –
Asphalt patch on both sides of 
Nazing sidewalks (311 case no. 
101003295625: Duplicate of existing 
case?)

• Pasadena Rd. and Blue Hill Ave –
Asphalt patch on sidewalk (311 case 
no. 101003295629: Duplicate of 
existing case?)

AAppppeennddiixx

Sidewalk replacement (cont’):

• Crawford St. to. Blue Hill Ave. on 
Warren St. – The entire stretch of 
sidewalk is in asphalt. (311 case no.
101003298393: Public Works reports 
this is on private property.)

• 547 Blue Hill Ave. (311 case no. 
101003434209)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Tripping Hazard:

• Across the street from the Holy 
Tabernacle Church – Tripping hazard 
resulted from a removal of sign pole. 
(311 case no. 101003276513)

• 283 Blue Hill Ave. – Tripping hazard 
resulted from a removal of sign pole. 
(311 case no. 101003434206)

Abandoned Pay Phones
• 636 Warren St. 
• 236 Blue Hill Ave. 
• 120 Blue Hill Avenue
• 46 Washington St. 
• 600 Blue Hill Ave.

Payphone base to be 
removed
• 632 Warren St.
• Next to post office

AAppppeennddiixx

Example of abandoned payphone on 46 Washington St.

Payphone base to be removed at 632 Warren St.

236 Blue Hill Ave.
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Trash cans to be placed:
• We have a few places where we would like 

trash cans to be placed. 
• Holborn St. and Blue Hill Ave. (311 

case no. 101003371775. Spoke with 
the district supervisor, the area has an 
adequate amount of barrels. No 
additional barrels needed)

• Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Creston 
St. (311 case no. 101003371781. 
Spoke to the district supervisor, no 
additional barrel needed at this 
location. )

• Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Fayston 
St. (311 case no. 101003434202)

Holborn St. and Blue Hill Ave. - entire street 
segment has no trash bin

AAppppeennddiixx

Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to Creston St. 
- entire street segment has no trash bin

Blue Hill Ave. and Lawrence to 
Fayston St. 

AAppppeennddiixx

Trash can to be replaced:

• Replace owner’s trash can with 
one from the city. 
• 160 Blue Hill Ave 
• 170 Blue hill Ave 
• 10 Washington St.
• 46 Washington St. 

Examples of an owner’s trash can: 160 Blue Hill Ave, 46 Washington St.
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AAppppeennddiixx

Graffiti to be removed:

• Washington St. and Normandy St. 
South corner – Graffiti on mailbox 
(311 case no. 101003295602)

AAppppeennddiixx

Potential sites for additional 
paintboxes: 

• Woodbine St. and Blue Hill 
Ave. NW corner (See illegal 
graffiti page)
• 24 Washington St. (Top left 

image)
• In front of Mother Caroline 

Academy & Education Center. 
Box can be painted by 
students. (Top right image)
• Unity plaza (Bottom image)
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AAppppeennddiixx

Repaint Streetlights poles:

• Blue Hill Ave. and Seaver St. 
(left)(311 case no. 101003296061: 
Case Noted in graffiti file)

• Blue Hill Ave. and Columbia St. 
(right)(311 case no. 101003296065: 
Case Noted in graffiti file)

AAppppeennddiixx

Potential bus stop art/poster 
locations:

From left to right:
• Blue Hill Ave @ Woodcliff St
• Blue Hill Ave @ Castlegate Rd
• Warren St @ Crawford St
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January 26, 2024 
 
Tania Fernandes Anderson 
Councilor, District 7 
1 City Hall Square, Suite 500.  
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Jascha Franklin-Hodge 
Chief of Streets, City of Boston 
1 City Hall Square, Suite 500.  
Boston, MA 02201 
 
 
Dear Councilor Anderson and Chief Franklin-Hodge 
 
This is a follow-up to my prior letter on the Blue Hill Ave Transportation Action Plan.  
 
On the website, “BLUE HILL AVENUE TRANSPORTATION ACTION PLAN”, you will see 
10 reports or updates on Mattapan. There is nothing comparable for the Grove Hall or 
any other section of Blue Hill Ave. I have read all the other Blue Hill Avenue Updates 
and Materials and noticed very little input from outside of Mattapan.  

A session should be done with the D7 Advisory Council – As a community group with 
an interest in the transportation issues related to traveling on Blue Hill Ave.  
 
The Blue Hill Ave Transportation Plan Stops at the Intersection of Blue Hill Ave 
and Warren St. This plan should continue from the Blue Hill Ave and Warren St. 
intersections to Dudley St. as the problems are just as bad if not worse on that section of 
Blue Hill Ave.  
 
The improvement of Blue Hill Ave in the Grove Hall section has a different history than 
the Mattapan section. That history isn’t covered. The improvement of the Grove Hall 
section of Grove Hall started with Mayor Walsh’s first State of the City address, where 
he committed to create a “Main Street Makeover” for Grove Hall and Bowdoin-Geneva. 
Greater Grove Hall Main Streets working with the departments of transportation, public 
works, parks, arts and culture, and Age Strong Boston, among others, made several 
improvements. 
 

Vineet Gupta was one of the individuals working with Greater Grove Hall Main Streets 
who saw the transformation from the beginning. Improvements such as: 
 

• Resurfacing -The Intersections of Blue Hill Ave and Warren St. and Blue Hill and 
Quincy Streets.  

• Graffiti Removal  
• Fixing Broken Street Signs 
• New Trash Receptacles where none existed.  
• Iconic Clocktower Restored and Clock Repaired 
• Crosswalks Redesigned and Restriped  
• Broken Sidewalks Replaced 
• 13 Street Lights Fixed, Power Restored, and Street Lights Fixed 
• Trash can Frames Repainted.  
• Renovation of Municipal Parking Lot #23 
• Grove Hall Plaza Relandscaped 
• 14 New Bike Racks 
• 18 New Trash Cans  
• 7 New Benches  
• 114 New Banners  
• Eight New Trees 
• New Fencing of City-owned property 
• New Welcome to Grove Hall Sign  
• New Parking Signs 
• New Crosswalks 
• New Traffic Calming Interventions 
• New Pocket Park  
• Sidewalks Power-washed  
• City and Private lots cleared.  
• Crosswalks Restriped.  
• New Curb Cuts to make crosswalks Accessible. 
• Sidewalks Made ADA Accessible  
• Tree Pits Mulched  
• Intersections Redesigned.  
• Missing Panels in Bus Shelters Replaced  
• New bus shelters  
• Three sets of Blue Bikes  
• 28 New Store Fronts Renovated  
• Bent Pylons Fixed.  
• Renovation of Unity Plaza  
• Billboard problem Fixed.  
• New Car Share Program  

• Public Art – New Murals, Bus Shelter Posters  
• Painted utility boxes  
• Holiday Lights  

This is all captured in a video called, “The Transformation of Grove Hall: A Case Study.” 
The video can be found on YouTube.  
 
Here is what the community is interested in for the Grove Hall area as it relates to 
the Blue Hill Transportation plan.
 

• Streetscapes - We have not had our streetscapes updated in 40 years.
• Sidewalks - The sidewalk replacement project was started but not completed. There is a 

need to replace sidewalks in designated areas.
• Crosswalk Blue Hill Entrance to Mecca Mall - There was to be a crosswalk put in at 

the entrance to the Grove Hall Mecca and an Island in the middle so people could stop 
halfway across. 

• Green Median - We have done extensive research on making the median 
in Blue Hill more sustainable and part of a larger beautification project. The median in 
Grove Hall is the same width as the one in the Seaport. The one in the seaport is 
landscaped and has sculptures. The one in Grove Hall has dirt and dead grass.

• Surveillance Cameras - For municipal lot #23. When the community was asked what 
they wanted to see when the parking lot was renovated, the community said security 
cameras.  

• Cement Median – Blue Hill Ave between Georgia St. to Washington St., fix/replace the 
broken tiles/pavers. 

• Redesign Crosswalk – Some of the crosswalks were redesigned to improve safety and in 
other cases to eliminate flooding. However, there are other crosswalks such as 

• Conduct New Walkability Audit/Implement Findings 
• Painted Trash Cans – Similar to the painted utility box program, except for trash cans 

along Blue Hill Ave. We have the approval but don’t have the funding.
• Bus Shelter Poster Project – To display the art of local artists at bus shelters 

along Blue Hill Ave.
• Murals – There was discussion that there would be funding to do more murals 

along Blue Hill Ave.
•  Grove Hall Plaza Light Pole Electrical Wiring – Currently only 10 

Amps., Grove Hall Plaza 467 Blue Hill Ave  
• Repaint Selected Light Poles - On Blue Hill Ave there is a need to repaint 

selected light poles.  
• Replace Missing Trees – As needed. 
• Replace Missing Bus Shelter Panels – As needed. 

• Redesign of Parking at the Entrance of Franklin Park – Peabody Circle. This should 
be done in conjunction with the changes taking place at Franklin Park. 

The “Green Median” project is consistent with the input from the community outside 

Thanks, 
 
Ed Gaskin 
Executive Director 
Greater Grove Hall Main Streets  
617 460-2326  
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January 20, 2024 
 
Tania Fernandes Anderson 
Councilor, District 7 
1 City Hall Square, Suite 500.  
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Dear Councilor Anderson:  
 
RE: Small Business Listening Session  
 
Testimony  
 
In the first round of grants from its Small Business Relief Fund, Boston awarded $7.5 
million with the expectation of helping approximately 1,900 small businesses. However, 
according to the city’s small business strategic plan, there are over 40,000 small 
businesses in the city and only 2,600 applied! Many believe the most recent economic 
crisis caused by Covid-19, was one of the worse one in decades. Yet, only 7% of the 
city’s small businesses even applied for grants from the city. Small businesses didn’t 
engage with the city to get much needed funding, when they desperately needed it, This 
should provide us with some insight into how well we are serving our small businesses.  
 
Why were there so few applications for financial assistance during one of the worst 
economic periods in the last century?  
 
Build Contact Database and Outreach  
 
The city has information on businesses in the city in terms of registrations, taxes, permits 
and licenses. They city is good at collecting information from businesses. The city is not 
good at providing information to businesses.  

The city needs a CRM database for all businesses, especially gig workers who have their 
own small business and micro businesses. These businesses never get important 
information from the City, on city programs and resources that would be beneficial to 
them.  

This CRM database would have other applications besides financial ones. For example 
during Covid-19, the City, State and Federal government wanted to get important public 
health information to businesses. The CRM database could be used for such an 
application.  

 

Communication Methods 

Many of our small, micro and/or immigrant businesses do not use email for business. 
They do no follow the city of Boston or its departments on social media. The city needs 
to use communication methods often used by these businesses such as ‘What’s App” and 
text.  

Mayor’s Office of Financial Empowerment 

The current scope of this department is personal but should be expanded to include gig 
workers and microbusinesses. If you are a Uber driver and/or a 1099 employee, you are 
your business and your business is you. But even a gig worker has separate business 
expenses that are different from their personal expenses. That has application for their tax 
filings. For microbusinesses, the personal credit of the business owner is the credit of the 
business. In order to grow the business, these need to be separate. The Mayor’s Office of 
Financial Empowerment could help with that.  

Office of Financial Empowerment & The Unbanked - There is a large segment of the 
population that is unbanked. There are more unbanked businesses than unbanked 
individuals because of the number of people who have car and mortgage loans, credit 
cards, checking and savings accounts. Banks have products for personal customers such 
as first-time home buying classes, secured credit cards etc. There is no such thing on the 
commercial side. We have small business owners who co-mingle their business and 
personal funds. Others who work as independent contractors do not treat their work as a 
business. And thus, do not take advantage of potential tax deductions.  

Comprehensive List of Services City Agencies Provide Businesses 

The City of Boston is the largest provider of technical assistance to businesses by far.  
However, there is no list or web page that lists all of the services the city provides for 
businesses. For example the Boston Police Department provides a program called 
“Business Watch.” But good luck trying to find information about the program online. 
What we have done at Greater Grove Hall Main Streets is include on our site the list of 
business services the City of Boston provides, that we know of or have been able to get 
information. We would like to expand it to make it comprehensive. This is something the 
city of Boston should do for the benefit of the business community.  

 

 

Language Access  

This is an issue, as those who don’t speak English as their first language pay the same 
amount of taxes as everyone else, but don’t receive the same level of services. This is 
improving in terms of launching programs in multiple languages, but there is still room 
for improvement, and this is a barrier.  English for Entrepreneurs – This is a class 
offered by or through English for New Bostonians. We need to make sure we can find 
funds for this program.  

Metrics and Reporting – The City Council should request/demand that all banks 
doing business in the City of Boston report the demographics of those that applied for 
these small business loans and those who were approved. We as a City should know 
where the various lending intuitions rank when it comes to helping the small businesses 
of color. Perhaps this could be an extension of the CRA reporting requirement.  

 
Comprehensive List of Business Service Organizations – When the City of Boston’s 
Office of Economic Development did its strategic plan, they discovered there were over 
250 organizations that provide business services. I got the list from LISC. We posted it 
on the Greater Grove Hal Main Streets website. But someone needs to go through and do 
an evaluation of the organizations. It should be posted on the City of Boston’s Office of 
Economic Development website. It could also be posted on BECMAs website if the city 
is not interested in maintaining the list. This should be fairly easy to implement, get the 
list and at least have an intern go through it. We could review the list to see where there 
are gaps.  

 
Rethink Restore – The City of Boston provides money to help business owners get a 
new sign and a new façade. In the age of ‘online store fronts,’ perhaps we should see if 
that money could be used to help businesses with their digital storefront. This would help 
with the “Digital Disruption.” In terms of implementation, it might just take a review to 
see if CBDG money can be used this way.  
 
Digital Divide and Small Business – Many of our small businesses have not yet made 
the transition to the digital world. Covid-19 has made the situation worse as people look 
for contactless transactions, delivery, curbside, take away options. Perhaps the City of 
Boston could sign a contract with a provider such as Toast to provide local restaurants the 
ability to get online. We could do something similar with eCommerce, POS providers 
and email marketing providers.  

Rights of Employers/Employees Concerning Immigration – In the early days of the 
Trump Administration, when they were quite vocal about their ant-immigrant policy, 
some employers were fearful of hiring Latin X employees because they didn’t want to get 
raided by ICE. They would say, “they didn’t want trouble.” This often meant even 
American born Hispanics were discriminated against in hiring. The City of Boston does 

not have material on this, but I was able to find material elsewhere. (Attached) the city of 
Boston should make this available.  

Leverage Caribbean Festival – This is one of Boston’s largest events and could be an 
economic benefit to the city as 80,000 people come. We need to think of how to make it 
more like the old Beantown Jazz Festival. That did provide opportunities for local 
businesses and vendors. When we close off the street, the empty parking spaces become 
ideal locations for street vendors.  

Commercial Space Gentrification – In the same way we have gentrification for 
residential space, the same is happening for commercial space. This is making it difficult 
for small mom and pop businesses to afford space.  

Online Retailing Class/Workshop – We might be able to help our existing small 
businesses generate additional income by selling online e.g. opening an Amazon Store, 
selling through Etsy, etc. This might also become a new source of revenue for those who 
need to be at home. I took a course at Bunker Hill on how to sell on Amazon. We could 
do something similar by webinar through the Office of Economic Development.  

Black Tech Business Conference – BECMA has brought a Black Business Conference 
back to Boston, but we, “The City” have to do more to make it comparable to what is 
done in other cities. Afrotech – Oakland, CA, Black is Tech – New York, NY, Blacktech 
week – Miami, FL, Culture Shift Weekends – San Francisco, CA, eMerge Americas – 
Miami, FL, Tech x Oakland Summit– Oakland, CA, Afrotech – Detroit, Urban Tech 
Connect – LA, ATL (BLK) TCH,  T.H.E. State of Black Tech Summit.  

Walking Beat Officers in Business Districts - Work with the Boston Police Department 
to ensure the assignment of permanent walking beat officers during the day (8am-4pm) 
and evening (4pm-12pm) shifts in each business district. 

Opioid Crisis – Is having a deleterious impact on many of our neighborhood business 
districts.  

Guide on Commercial Lease/Rental Basics – Create a resource for first-time business 
renters/leasers on key terms, "At-Will" Triple Net., etc. and what they should know.  

Business Mix Tax Incentives - Provide incentives such as lower property taxes for a 
period of time to attract the types of businesses we want to the business district.  

BPDA Neighborhood/Main Streets Planning - Imagine Boston 2030 was the City of 
Boston's strategic plan for the city. It identified particular neighborhoods for investment 
in its final report. Each Main Street district should have some insight into what the city is 
thinking or planning for their neighborhood. This does not need to be a “master plan” or 
even a light master plan. 
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Market Profile - The BPDA should produce a market profile for all 20 Main Street 
districts. (See attached) This would include population demographics, ethnicity, 
disposable income, primary trade area, expenditures, capture, shrinkage, non-store retail, 
traffic counts and business mix.  

 Tracking of Taxes and Revenues – The revenues from each cannabis store should be 
tracked to ensure a comparable amount comes back to the local community instead of 
just going into the general fund. This would be similar to the Community Preservation 
Act money process. The secondary benefit is it would help keep the ownership in Boston.  

Travel and Tourism – White the City of Boston does receive significant revenues from 
travel and tourism, most of that money goes to well known tourist destinations. We need 
to do more to include all of the city’s neighborhoods. With the upcoming King Memorial, 
we should have a King tour as well as a Black History tour. Our Roxbury Memory Trail 
App is an example of the type of tourist trail that could be created.  

City of Boston Credit Union – Can we do more to serve the unbanked and 
underbanked? People who use cash checking services, cashier’s checks and money 
orders, instead of a checking account, high interest “cash advance” loans, etc.  

Supporting the Creative Economy in Boston – We need to find ways to support the 
creative economy of Boston. It has already been mentioned that we could provide 
workshops on online selling. The city has not updated its report since the BRA did a 
report in 2005.  

Hold CDCs and Related Agencies e.g. Boston Housing Authority, Mass Housing 
Investment Corporation (MHIC) Accountable – CDCs in Roxbury, Dorchester and 
Mattapan fail to satisfy the statute requiring that CDCs expand economic opportunities by 
not providing more opportunity of minority owned contractors.  

In Massachusetts, the law defines a community development corporation (CDC) as an 
organization whose purpose is to “engage local residents and businesses to work together 
to undertake … projects … which develop and improve urban … communities in 
sustainable ways that create and expand economic opportunities for low and moderate 
income people.”  In 2010, the Massachusetts legislature created a formal process for 
certification that requires written affirmations that CDCs adhere to certain statutory 
requirements in the Massachusetts General Laws Ch. 40H.  Nonprofit CDCs such as 
Madison Park, Dorchester Bay, Urban Edge, and Nuestra have each signed certifications 
stating that they are engaging Black and Latino residents in their economic development 
projects in a sustainable way, and that they have expanded economic opportunities for 
those groups. 
 
Parades and Festivals – These can attract traffic to local business districts. However, we 
don’t leverage them as well as we could. In Grove Hall we had the Haitian, Dominican 

and Puerto Rician parades, that could have been done differently to have a larger 
economic impact, similar to the St. Peter's Fiesta in Boston.  

Crowd Source Economic Development Ideas – Have a citywide campaign to get 
everyone’s ideas for economic development. The inspiration was taken from numerous 
idea competitions such as The X-Prize or The Better Government Competition. An article 
in Governing titled, Government Problems and the Power of Prizes, says, “There’s a 
reason the public sector is increasingly turning to competitions for innovative solutions. 
They work.”  We believe the crowd sourcing model would be inclusive, and fair. Project 
ideas could range from policy recommendations to projects. 

Permits and Licensing - Under the current system, permits and licensing act as a type of 
additional tax. Those with the capital can hire attorneys or experts who know the system 
and how to expedite the process. Those who don’t, wait months for the proper permits 
and in some cases go out of business before they start, because the wait is so long. For 
example, it is not uncommon for someone who wants to start a restaurant to be all set up 
and paying rent months before they can open their doors. (In many cases the would be 
entrepreneurs do not have enough working capital to pay for months of rent before they 
open their doors.  

Unions and Developers- There is a challenge of getting Blacks in the Union and if in the 
Union on a job site. The city as a developer should use its leverage to insist the unions 
hire out of order to get Black union workers on construction sites. 

Land Banking – We have property owners who own property that is in disrepair and 
they have no interest in developing it. Other cities impose a tax or use incentives for 
owners to develop property.  

 
Zoning Status of Existing Businesses - Provide the zoning status of every business in 
the main street districts. 
 
Leasing/Rental Basics - Document for first-time business renters/leasers on key terms, 
"At-Will" Triple Net., etc.
 
Business Mix - It would be great if we could provide incentives to attract the types 
of businesses we want to attract to the district, such as lower property taxes or something 
for a given period of time. 
 
BPDA Neighborhood/Main Streets Planning - Some Main Street districts have gone 
through a strategic planning process. I am not aware that the output of those have 
been communicated to BPDA. Imagine Boston 2030 was the City of Boston's strategic 
plan for the city. It identified particular neighborhoods for investment in its final report. 
Each Main Street district should have some insight into what the city is thinking or 

planning for their neighborhood. This does not need to be a “master plan” or even a light 
master plan.
 
Market Profile The BPDA should produce a market profile for all 20 Main 
Street districts. (See attached) This would include population demographics, ethnicity, 
disposable income, primary trade area, expenditures, capture, shrinkage, non-store retail, 
traffic counts and business mix. We used to have Fine Point Consultants do this type of 
report. I think the BPDA should have a narrative description that identifies that 
neighborhood's strengths and characteristics.
 
Available Space – Monthly, I get a request from a potential commercial renter looking 
for space. I would be willing to email someone Office of Economic Development, 
BPDA, etc. of available space and have them produce a consolidated list from the 
20 districts.
 
Transactions - It would be great to know from the landlord when there is a new tenant. If 
we knew, we could tell the new business about restore, TA and other services the Office 
of Economic Development has. We could also provide use phone numbers such as ISD 
for getting a range of approvals and permissions. 
 
Public Art and Placemaking – Invest in public art and placemaking in our Main Street 
business districts to create distinctive shopping experiences.  
 
Using Convention Center Visitors - To support local pushcart, and tabletop businesses 
as a path to larger retail stores and online businesses. This is similar to how we use 
convention center visitors to support local food trucks. Uphams Corner does something 
similar by having local businesses at the entrance to the Strand Theatre. I think we could 
do something similar with the convention center.  
 
Armed Robbery of Convenience Stores – They occur in waves. Someone holds one up 
and then continues. We would like the BPD to provide a heads-up to Main Streets 
Directors, so we can get the word out to the convenience stores in our district.  

Start-Up Grants – Both the State $700 million and the City of Boston were able to make 
grants to existing businesses. Some money should be set aside for equity investments in 
Black businesses.  

Common Grant Application for Businesses – A number of private and for-profit 
companies have made grants available to small businesses to help them. The challenge is 
each application is slightly different and takes time to complete. In the same way colleges 
have agreed on a common application, we would like to see a common app for 
businesses. Perhaps these could be on file somewhere so the applicant would not have to 
spend time recreating the application.  

Commonwealth Kitchen Infrastructure – In a time of food insecurity, we should be 
able to make better use of this infrastructure. This supports many of the city’s food 
entrepreneurs. Jen Faigel has a plan to get SNAP and FEMA money for feeding people 
and use that to help our food businesses. We could also cancel the food contract to the 
firm supplying food to Boston Public Schools and use that money to support local food 
businesses.  

Advanced Manufacturing – Given advanced manufacturing is a growth industry and 
from a workforce development perspective, it doesn’t require a secondary education, we 
should explore zoning to make sure we have space for manufacturing and job training for 
advanced manufacturing. At the moment, we don’t have an advanced manufacturing 
program in the city. We should have some urban manufacturing space available in 
Boston, or there will just be service jobs and expensive houses. We want to leverage 
Boston/Cambridge’s innovation and make sure what is invented here is made here and 
thus link our white and blue-collar jobs.  

Career Paths for Those Not Considering a Secondary Education – As part of the 
City’s Office of Economic Development, Workforce Development programs, one should 
be increasing opportunities for those who are not considering a secondary education, or 
adults who were not able to pursue a secondary education earlier in their life. There are 
jobs such as Pharm Tech, that don’t require a secondary education and provide middle 
class incomes. Ease of Implementation, I would at a minimum create a committee with 
Jewish Vocational Services, (JVS) and Lisa Cook, Director, Continuing Ed and Trustee, 
Job Creation and Retention Trust, City of Somerville. To explore a partnership. 

College Savings – Because the statistics show that families who save a little for their 
child’s education, the process increases the chance that the child will go to college. Could 
we have those who live-in low-income housing have part of their rent payment $5 per 
child go into a college savings account, that could be used for college or any type of 
secondary education at age 18? Ease of Implementation, working with the Boston 
Housing Authority, I think this might be possible.  

 

 
Ed Gaskin 
Executive Director 
Greater Grove Hall Main Streets 
617 460-2326  
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